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<http://www.freepint.com/pubcrawl/> 
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 few years there have 
oncerns about the future 
ation industry. I 
ink we've never had so 
many opportunities, but we need to 
acknowledge a few things ...  
 
We shouldn't moan that graduates 
don't have basic reference and 
database searching skills if we're not 
willing to communicate this to the 
library schools. It doesn't matter that 
knowledge management is being 
taught in a business school, as long as 
the students are also getting a 
grounding from the information school 
in information science.  
 
All good information professionals have 
the ability to work and communicate 
with other departments, functions, 
faculties, etc. We can raise the status 
and visibility of the information 
industry by utilising the skills of others 
whilst at the same time demonstrating 
how invaluable our own skills are; 
those of information organisation, 
retrieval, architecture, etc.  
 
We must constantly review 
remuneration, both with peers and 
with similar positions in different 
industries. We have to continually 
benchmark our services and 
demonstrate the importance of 
information awareness within all 
organisations. When we do this we 
raise our perceived value.  
 
So, what do you think? Is this an issue 
or do I have a bee in my bonnet 
again? Can individuals really make a 
difference to the status of the 
information profession? How can we 
attract people to become 'information 
professionals'? Perhaps this isn't a 
problem in other countries where 
information is held in higher regard? 
Or maybe the information industry is 
broadening much faster than we think?  
 
I have posted this Editorial to the Bar, 
and so please post your comments and 
thoughts to 
<http://www.freepint.com/ 
go/b17417>.  
 
I hope you enjoy today's Free Pint 
where we look at resources for 
international law, Weblogs, and the 
usual mix of job listings, reviews and 
tips. A big thank you to all our 
sponsors and advertisers, and to you 
for your continued support of the Free 
Pint community. 
 
Best regards 
William Hann <william@freepint.com> 
 
William Hann, 
Founder and Managing Editor 
Email: <william@freepint.com> 
Tel: +44 (0)1784 420044 
Free Pint is a Registered Trademark of 
Free Pint Limited (c) 1997-2002 
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MarketResearch.com Offers Free Services and More! 
 
* FREE access to 50,000 publications from 350+ publishers 
* Purchase reports instantly online, and by sections/slices 
* FREE Alert Me service lets you know when new research is added  

UK Company Directors 
Exposed - Not Literally 

 
Whether you have a dispute or are 
just nosey, an 8 pound 'Individual 
Director Report' reveals an awful 
lot about a UK company Director: 

 
<http://www.freepint.com/ 

icc/sample> 

 

 

About Free Pint 
 
Free Pint is an online community of 
information researchers. Members 
receive this free newsletter every 
two weeks packed with tips on 
finding quality and reliable business 
information on the Internet.  
 
Joining is free at 
<http://www.freepint.com/> and 
provides access to the substantial 
archive of articles, book reviews, 
jobs, industry news & events, with 
answers to your research questions 
and networking at the Free Pint Bar. 
Pay to upgrade your membership 
and also receive the weekly Free Pint 
Pub Crawl current awareness 
newsletter.  
 
Please circulate this newsletter which 
is best read when printed out. To 
receive the Adobe Acrobat version as 
an attachment or a brief notification 
when it's online, visit 
<http://www.freepint.com/member>.
My Favourite Tipples 
from David Tucker 

estions about market research on 
 Web often crop up in the Free 
t Bar. Not much is free, but these 
es help with the two costed stages 
finding an off-the-shelf, published 
ort, or b) commissioning a 
cialist consultant or company to 

 the research (usually much more 
pensive). DIY research has been 
lped by the Internet, but it's still 
rth knowing what's been 
blished or chatting to a specialist 
t.  

http://www.marketresearch.com - 
An international directory of 
50,000 published reports from 
350 companies. Search and order 
by topic, whole report or chunks. 

http://www.marketsearch.com - A 
long-established directory of 
20,000 published reports, not only
from MR publishers. Search by 
industry code. Registration and 
payment required for full details of
reports. 

<http://www.bmra.org. uk/> - 
The UK's trade association for MR 
companies. (The Market Research 
Society is the professionals' 
body.) Register to use Selectline - 
search for a specialist in a topic 
area, by postcode etc. Links to 
Esomar, the international trade 
association. 

<http://www.mori.com/> - One of
the oldest and most famous MR 
and polling companies. Website 
offers fascinating snippets of 
current and archived survey 
results. Topics include society, 
politics, business. 

<http://www.tnsofres.com/> - 
Corporate site of the UK's biggest 
MR agency, for insight into MR 
industry news, and more snippets 
of recent research findings. 

vid Tucker is a freelance 
sultant in market research and 

siness information consultant, 
muting between London and 

otland. Specialisation - leisure and 
vel, UK and Europe. 
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Free Pint No.13, 30th April 1998. 
"Intranet Resources on the Web" 
and "Access IAC Direct Through 
InSite Pro" 
<http://www.freepint.com/issues/
Your chance to speak at Online Information 2002
 

the world's no. 1 event for information content, 
management and delivery. 

Check out 
http://www.online-information.co.uk/online/conf_call_speaker.asp for full 

details of conference themes and how to submit your paper. 
Deadline for submissions: 10 May 2002 
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Factiva Launches 2002 
White Paper Series 

Factiva launches its 2002 White Paper Series with a new 
report on the value of information tools.  Free, Fee-

Based and Value-Added Information Services considers 
the quality, availability and value of information on free 

Web sites, fee-based Web sites and value-added 
information services. To learn more visit: 

http://factiva.com/collateral/files/ 
whitepaper_feevsfree_032002.pdf 
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Free Pint Jobs 
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Quick Books software (17255), Hemscott's Company 
Guru (17277), software for giving repeat prescriptions 
over the Internet (17238), the library management 
software, Autolib (17276), retrieving files on PCs 
(17401) and inserting hyperlinks in pdf documents 
(17170).  
 
Techies have also been posting messages about Gator 
(17221), library management archiving systems 
(17373), downloading the Quicktime viewer (17263), 
preventing your modem from automatically 
disconnecting you (17346), printer options in IE 
(17382), mobile computing software (17240), software 
for testing link collections (17153), intranet in a box 
software (17228), validating URLs in a database (17173) 
and receiving free SMS notification about emails 
(17287).  
 
Quantitative data has been sought in the form of Indian 
pharmaceutical industry statistics (17196), IT 
expenditure in US colleges and universities (17219), the 
minimum sales figures for new products in their first five 
years (17177), the historical rankings of the world's top 
ten mining companies (17183), UK household debt 
figures from the 1950s onwards (17290) and the 
number of hours of original TV programming in an, as 
yet, unspecified geographical region (17258).  
 
Miscellaneously, there have been a number of music 
related questions, one about a folk song or nursery 
rhyme (17354) and a number about TV advertisements 
(17220, 17319, 17337, 17335). And apparently there is 
some data on how big Noah's Ark needed to be (17251).  
 
Other difficult to classify queries were about Beecham's 
Buildings Ltd. (17357), some chemical symbols (17232), 
the source of several quotations (17384, 17204, 17266), 
UK aircraft maintenance checklists (17181), lists of best 
selling books (17248), a free or cheap colour chart for 
official UK colours (17205), dates for school holidays 
around the world (17209) and the possibility of setting 
up an information professionals' group in the UK West 
Country (17366). And that's it for the moment! 
 
Free Pint Student Bar  
<http://www.freepint.com/student>  
 
[Note: To read a posting enter the message number in 
place of XXXX in the address 
<http://www.freepint.com/go/sXXXX>] 
 
Students' holidays are now over but they haven't been in 
the Student Bar much yet. However, there were a couple 
of queries, one about computer ethics postdoctoral 
courses (2473) and one from a student researching child 
safety online. He's looking for residents of London, UK, to 
fill in a questionnaire (2477). 
 
Simon Collery, Content Developer 
<simon@freepint.com> 
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Contact Information 
 

Address: 
 
 Free Pint Limited 
 4-6 Station Approach 
 Ashford, Middlesex 
 TW15 2QN, United Kingdom 
 
 Tel: +44 (0)1784 420044 
 Fax: +44 (0)1784 420033 
 
Directions and maps: 
 <http://www.freepint.com/contact.htm> 
 
Key contacts: 
 
 William Hann, Founder and Managing Editor  
  <william@freepint.com> 
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Free Pint Bookshelf 
tp://www.freepint.com/bookshelf>

 
“The Internet Legal Guide: 
ything you need to know when 

doing business online” 
Written by Dennis Powers 
Reviewed by Paul Pedley 

book aims to be a common-sense 
to read publication on what is 
 and practical when using the net. 
ers issues relating to the internet 
commerce, and points out ways 
nimising the legal risks involved. 
nternet legal guide gives tips on 
to design and create your own 
ite, and to do so in a way that 
 any legal requirements.  

ook provides sample wording for 
ber of legal agreements such as 

t licensing agreement, image 
ing agreement, privacy policies, 
merce agreement, or web site 

s of use.  

is Powers covers a lot of ground 
s book, dealing with topics such 
pying or posting text and non text 
 on the net, and how to protect 
intellectual property; the myth of 
ymity on the web and electronic 
; defamation and libel; data 
ction and privacy issues; web 
cy statements; how to limit the 
nt of spam that you get; fraud 
cams; "clickwrap" agreements; 

ronic signatures; domain name 
tes; and how to deal with buying 
dy or inferior goods from 
mate firms.  

ook is written from a US legal 
ective, although the very nature 
 internet means that much of the 

rial is relevant to people based 
here around the world. It is 
n in a very clear and 
htforward manner, and 

erately tries to avoid the use of 
ese. In addition to looking at how 
w applies to the various activities 
d out on the web, the book also 
ders the use of netiquette to 
mine your conduct. The author 
that you will need to apply a 
ard of reasonableness to your 
.freepint.com/issues/020502.htm 
dealings in cyberspace "regardless of 
whether statute at that time 
regulates such conduct. The courts 
will for sure".  
 
The question of whether people can 
link freely on the web is discussed 
and this covers issues such as deep 
linking, the use of frames technology 
and meta tags. There is also a 
sample form of wording for a linking 
permission agreement, whether this 
be with or without payment.  
 
The global nature of the internet has 
shown all too clearly the conflict of 
laws that exists because of the 
differences in the laws of nations 
around the world. Since cyberspace 
knows no boundaries, the book 
considers the question of which law 
is applicable; and also looks at the 
ways of resolving legal disputes. 
Arbitration is discussed, as well as 
the possibility of incorporating an 
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) 
provision into contracts. The author 
points out that whilst the 
development of specific laws on a 
country-to-country basis has not 
kept pace with the internet's growth 
and changes, the vast structure of 
legal concepts and laws that are 
already in place is often sufficient for 
many users to determine what they 
can or cannot safely do.  
 
There is an index and selected 
bibliography. But I think that the 
book would benefit from having a 
separate listing of the legal cases 
cited, with the full citations to make 
it easier for those wishing to follow 
up on some of the cases mentioned. 
 
 
Paul Pedley is Head of Research at 
the Economist Intelligence Unit. He 
is a member of the steering group 
for the JISC Legal Information 
Service 
<http://www.jisc.ac.uk/legal>, and 
a regular speaker and writer on legal 
issues such as copyright and data 
protection. 
 

Related Free Pint links:  
 
• Find out more about this book 

online at the Free Pint Bookshelf 
<http://www.freepint.com/booksh
elf/legal.htm> 

 
• Read customer comments and buy

this book at Amazon.co.uk 
<http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/
obidos/ASIN/0471164232/freepint
0c> or Amazon.com 
<http://www.amazon.com/exec/o
bidos/ASIN/0471164232/freepint0
0> 

 
• "The Internet Legal Guide: 

Everything you need to know 
when doing business online" ISBN 
0471164232 published by John 
Wiley & Sons and written by 
Dennis Powers 

 
• Search for and purchase any book 

from Amazon via the Free Pint 
Bookshelf at 
<http://www.freepint.com/booksh
elf> 

 
• Read about other Internet 

strategy books on the Free Pint 
Bookshelf 
<http://www.freepint.com/booksh
elf/strategy.htm> 

 
To propose an information-related 
book for review, send details to 
<bookshelf@freepint.com>. 
Don’t Shout, Just Type

You don't need to shout to be 
heard by possibly the largest 
group of information users 
anywhere. Just type your 

advert and book it into the Free 
Pint Newsletter: 

<http://www.freepint.com/ 
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What better way to 
contact current job seekers? 

 
If you are advertising an information-related vacancy, 
then you should be using Free Pint Jobs. Your listing 
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nternational Law" 
y Mike Mecham 

 a long history but the tragic events 
1 have brought it into sharp focus.  
a, academics, lawyers and politicians 
ining many issues of international 
eas such as armed conflict, terrorism, 
reignty and human rights. This, at a 
ational Criminal Tribunal for the 
the Hague is proceeding against 
http://www.un.org/icty/index.html>.  

ternational law and what areas of 
 does it cover?  Even a cursory 
e coverage to be extensive.  But 
 go for information?  A good 
arily for the student, might be the 
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ation on international law and 
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 keeping ahead? 
 

 to unrivalled content from over 90 
rent languages delivered daily, in 
our specific requirements? Esmerk 

med on key developments in your 
g markets.  Contact us to find out 
http://www.esmerk.com 
narrative for each entry which helps to more readily identify 
appropriate sites.  This is helpful with a slower PC as it 
reduces wasted time on inappropriate links.  Highly 
recommended.  
 
Legal Research on International Law Issues Using the 
Internet <http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/~llou/forintlaw.html>  
 
This website is maintained by the University of Chicago Law 
School. It again has an extensive array of links with a table 
of contents more detailed than that provided by the AJIL.  
However, there is little narrative and links are simply 
identified through generic title.  A useful supplement to the 
AJIL guide.  
 
Guide to Foreign and International Legal Databases 
<http://www.law.nyu.edu/library/foreign_intl/>  
 
Maintained by the New York University School of Law, the 
website provides access to a vast array of databases 
covering subjects from taxation, copyright to environmental, 
international, international trade, international criminal law 
and human rights.  A very good backup.  
 
Internet Website Index 
<http://home.att.net/~slomansonb/intlweb.html>  
 
This is the most basic portal, providing a simple 
alphabetical/topic index, though running through 34 pages 
e.g. air law, country studies. A useful backup.  
 
Institutional Websites  
 
The websites of the major institutions of international law 
include the following:  
 
United Nations <http://www.un.org/english>  
 
This is the main UN website with links to others of 
importance, primarily through its international law link 
<http://www.un.org/law>. From here can be accessed 
treaties, law of the sea, trade law, criminal tribunals, and a 
research guide to UN documents.  
 
Particularly useful is 
<http://www.un.org/databases/index.html>, the UN 
database, which includes Dag Hammarskjold Library online 
catalogue, voting records and index to speeches.  
 
International Court of Justice <http://www.icj-cij.org>  
 
The ICJ, which sits at The Hague, was set up in 1945 under 
the UN Charter and acts as a world court. Its website 
provides extensive information on the Court, its history, 
purpose, members, decisions, texts on key cases.  
 
International Criminal Court 
<http://www.un.org/law/icc/index.html>  
 
The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court was 
adopted in 1998 by a UN conference and opened for 
2nd May 2002 - 6 
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 signature.  It has now received the required 60 
ratifications and will enter into force on 1 July 2002.  It has 
been ratified by the UK but not the USA. The website is 
very detailed, providing an overview, ratification status, 
access to key documents, and associated bodies.  
 
International Law Commission 
<http://www.un.org/law/ilc/introfra.htm>  
 
The ILC was established by the UN General Assembly in 
1947 to promote the progressive development of 
international law and its codification. It meets annually and 
is composed of 34 members elected as independents by 
the General Assembly for five year terms. Most of ILC's 
work involves preparation of drafts on topics of 
international law. The website provides full access to key 
documentation and the working of the ILC.  
 
Human Rights  
 
The question of human rights is now a central concern of 
international relations and international law. Websites 
abound and those below again offer a good introduction:  
 
Human Rights Internet <http://www.hri.ca/welcome.cfm>  
 
Based in Ottawa, the HRI aims to offer human rights 
activists and organisations in particular, but also 
governments and international agencies, an information 
resource on human rights issues and the role of civil 
society. The website includes access to full text reports on 
various topics, including international law.  It also offers a 
range of subscription databases.  One of its most useful 
(free) tools is the Human Rights Internet Directory 
<http://www.hri.ca/coldfusion/cfidir>, a researchable 
database of human rights websites recorded by site 
context, features, geographical focus, key words and more.  
 
Council of Europe Human Rights Web 
<http://www.humanrights.coe.int>  
 
This website provides public access to information about 
the Human Rights activities of the Council of Europe. It 
includes the European Court of Human Rights, case law, 
activities, the texts of conventions.  
 
Amnesty International <http://www.amnesty.org>  
 
This award winning website needs no introduction.  The 
premier NGO in the field.  Website includes news, copies of 
reports and links to other websites.  
 
Human Rights Watch <http://www.hrw.org>  
 
The largest human rights organisation based in the United 
States, with worldwide links and offices in other countries, 
including London.  Its website again offers a huge 
resource, including country briefings, specific country 
reports and the full text of its World Report (currently 
2002).  
 
Interights <http://www.interights.org>  
 
The International Centre for the Legal Protection of Human 
Rights, is an international human rights law centre 
established in 1982.  It aims to support and promote the 
development of legal protection for human rights and 
freedoms worldwide.  Its website includes databases on 
Commonwealth and international case law.  Also available 
www.freepint.com/issues/020502.htm 
is a lengthy and detailed analysis on 'Responding to 
September 11: The Framework of International Law' by the 
Legal Director of Interights, Helen Duffy.  
 
Human Rights Library 
<http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/index.html>  
 
A website maintained by the University of Minnesota to give 
access to over 7,000 human rights documents on subjects 
ranging from treaties and UN documents to bibliographies 
and research guides, together with links to 3,600 other sites.  
 
Directory of Human Rights Resources on the Internet 
<http://shr.aaas.org/dhr>  
 
The Directory provides descriptions and links to hundreds of 
human rights organizations worldwide on the Internet, 
organized by site name, topical focus, and geographical 
focus.  It is maintained by the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science.  
 
Specific key documents with direct access are: the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 1948 
<http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html>, the European 
Convention of Human Rights in English 
<http://www.echr.coe.int/Eng/BasicTexts.htm> and the UK 
Human Rights Act 1998 
<http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1998/19980042.htm>.  
 
Journals  
 
There has been a proliferation of, primarily U.S., Law School 
Journals.  Many have their own websites with contents lists, 
though few have online texts.  Useful general websites for 
identifying law journals include:  
 
Law Journals on the World Wide Web 
<http://www.law.cam.ac.uk/urllists/law-jour.htm>, 
maintained by the Faculty of Law at the University of 
Cambridge, it lists journals which have some substantive full 
text content online.  
 
Electronic Law Journals 
<http://ials.sas.ac.uk/links/Serials.htm> is a comprehensive 
list maintained by the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies.  It 
indicates whether the links provide full-text, abstracts, 
contents or homepage.  
 
Law Reviews <http://jurist.law.pitt.edu/lawrev.htm> is a 
website maintained by the Jurist Legal Education network 
listing a vast range of law review journals.  
 
The best single site for full text access is the European 
Journal of International Law <http://www.ejil.org>.  It has 
complete access for Vols 1 (1990) to 9 (1998) and abstracts 
and selected full-text articles from 1999 onwards.  
 
The excellent American Journal of International Law 
<http://www.asil.org/abtajo.htm> has an index of the issues 
from 1997 onwards and selected articles online from each 
issue.  Full text is available through Lexis Professional 
subscription.  The Stanford Journal of International Law 
<http://www.law.stanford.edu/sjil> has full contents pages 
going back to Vol 26, (1990), and the American University 
International Law Review 
<http://www.wcl.american.edu/pub/ilr/home.htm> has 
useful abstracts for all issues.  But Emory International Law 
Review offers full-text online 
<http://www.law.emory.edu/EILR/eilrhome.htm>.  
 
Other sources  
 
There are a range of other websites containing useful 
2nd May 2002 - 7 

http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/index.html
http://shr.aaas.org/dhr
http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html
http://www.echr.coe.int/Eng/BasicTexts.htm
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1998/19980042.htm
http://www.law.cam.ac.uk/urllists/law-jour.htm
http://ials.sas.ac.uk/links/Serials.htm
http://jurist.law.pitt.edu/lawrev.htm
http://www.ejil.org/
http://www.freepint.com/go/s1990
http://www.freepint.com/go/s1998
http://www.asil.org/abtajo.htm
http://www.law.stanford.edu/sjil
http://www.freepint.com/go/s1990
http://www.wcl.american.edu/pub/ilr/home.htm
http://www.law.emory.edu/EILR/eilrhome.htm
http://www.un.org/law/ilc/introfra.htm
http://www.hri.ca/welcome.cfm
http://www.hri.ca/coldfusion/cfidir
http://www.humanrights.coe.int/
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.hrw.org/
http://www.interights.org/


Free Pint
® "Helping you use the Web for your work" 

2nd May 2002 No.111 

 

 

Host your web site with the 
Specialists! 

http://www.globalgold.co.uk 
 
For quality Unix and NT hosting get in touch with Global 
Gold TODAY! You'll get a voice on the other end of the 
line, great Customer Service and fair prices! Call 01992 
303090 NOW to buy or transfer to one of Europe's Top 3 

Hosting providers, or even simpler, click the link to 
transfer TODAY!  

<http://support.globalgold.co.uk/topic/?id=5> 
 
information and material:  
 
Avalon Project 
<http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/avalon.htm> at the 
Yale Law school giving access to a vast array of documents 
in law, history and diplomacy from the 18th to the 21st 
centuries e.g. the Monroe Doctrine, Balfour Declaration, 
UN Charter and so on.  It has them sorted by year, by 
major collection (e.g. U.S. multilateral treaties from 1864-
1999), bibliography and a search facility. Excellent site 
which also includes a human rights archive.  
 
International Law Dictionary and Directory 
<http://august1.com/pubs/dict/index.shtml>  
 
This includes definitions of words and phrases; descriptions 
and acronyms of international organisations with links; 
country links; and online legal guides, resources, materials 
and search engines.  
 
Internet Law Library 
<http://www.priweb.com/internetlawlib/89.htm>  
 
A product of Pritchard Law Webs provides links to 
documents and journals probably covered elsewhere but a 
useful backup.  
 
Legal Essays on the Web 
<http://www.law.cam.ac.uk/essays/schol.htm>  
 
Another website maintained by the Faculty of Law at the 
University of Cambridge, it gives access to a large number 
of academic essays arranged according to subject e.g. 
administrative law, human rights, international law and so 
on.  
 
United States  
 
If researching the United States there are a number of key 
websites:  
 
US Government <http://www.firstgov.gov>.  
 
The official Government website with full and extensive 
links to all parts of the Administration.  
 
US State Department 
<http://usinfo.state.gov/products/washfile.htm>  
 
Another valuable website from an important Department in 
relation to international law and international relations.  
 
Basic Facts About the USA 
<http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/facts>  
 
Maintained by the State Department and includes basic 
documents and writings, famous speeches, historical 
materials.  
 
Famous Speeches and Documents 
www.freepint.com/issues/020502.htm 
<http://www.uiowa.edu/~c030162/Common/Handouts/hand
outs.html#Potus>  
 
Maintained by the University of Iowa and a good backup to 
other web sites listed.  
 
US Basic Readings in Democracy 
<http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/facts/democrac/demo.h
tm>  
 
Access to full documents, including speeches and landmark 
law cases, from the Declaration of Independence to today.  
Divided according to subject e.g. creating government, 
slavery, international, cold war and so on.  
 
US Congress <http://thomas.loc.gov>  
 
An excellent website giving full access to the legislative 
process - Congressional record, committee reports, bill texts, 
archive material and an explanation on how the system 
works. 
 
 
Mike Mecham is Head of Latin America Projects at the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs <http://www.riia.org> at 
Chatham House in London.  He is currently undertaking 
research at the University of East London School of Law 
<http://www.uel.ac.uk/law/index.htm> as part of a Masters 
Degree (LLM) in International Legal Studies. 
 
 
Related Free Pint links:  
 
• "Law and Law Enforcement" articles in the Free Pint Portal

<http://www.freepint.com/go/p76> 
 
• Post a message to the author, Mike Mecham, or suggest 

further resources, at the Bar 
<http://www.freepint.com/bar> 

 
• Read this article online, with activated hyperlinks 

<http://www.freepint.com/issues/020502.htm#tips> 
 
• Access the entire archive of Free Pint articles and issues 

<http://www.freepint.com/portal/content/> 
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nture.com/conversation/article.cfm?Cou
owever, institutions (including libraries) 
 they themselves describe as weblogs 
Information Science Weblogs" below for 
/issues/020502.htm 
examples). Some commentators insist that a weblog has 
to be created with weblog software. However, many of the 
sites created without weblog software are to all intents and 
purposes indistinguishable from weblogs - and many of 
them appear in the directories of weblogs such as the one 
created by Yahoo! at 
<http://dir.yahoo.com/Social_Science/Communications/Wr
iting/Journals_and_Diaries/Online_Journals_and_Diaries/W
eb_Logs/> or the list of Icelandic weblogs created by 
Salvor Gissurardottir at 
<http://www.ismennt.is/vefir/ari/annalar/bloggarar.htm>. 
Dennis G. Jerz 
<http://www.uwec.edu/Academic/Curric/jerzdg/writing/ind
ex.html> lists the great Arts & Letters Daily 
<http://www.aldaily.com/> as a weblog, for example, yet 
its establishment pre-dated the development of specialist 
weblog software and it is not maintained using such 
software - though it is updated daily as its name implies 
and information is presented chronologically.  
 
A weblog can take the form of a diary, a news service (or 
summaries of and links to current news items on a topic), 
a collection of links to other Web sites, a series of book 
reviews, reports of activity on a project, the journal of an 
expedition, a diary of a family holiday written for the folks 
back home, a photographic record of life with a new 
puppy, or the random thoughts of a publicity-obsessed 
egomaniac. Or any one of a number of other forms. 
Professional photographers create weblogs to show off 
their photographs (as do the proud parents of new babies). 
Musicians create weblogs with embedded sound files of 
their work. The weblog of an American library school 
student ("She can be taught") describes her progress 
through her MLIS assignments 
<http://geocities.com/thelibraryproject/weblog.html>.  
 
Most weblogs display material for the current month or the 
current week, with older material being archived on the 
site for browsing and/or searching. Some weblogs have 
other useful features - for example, links to similar 
weblogs, or links to the most important Internet resources 
in the field of coverage of the weblog, or a way to make 
contact with other people who read the weblog, or access 
to software and services.  
 
Creating and maintaining a weblog is called "blogging". If 
you have a weblog, or contribute to a weblog, you are a 
"blogger". Bloggers may form "online communities" 
<http://irights.editthispage.com/discuss/msgReader$115> 
whose members read, comment on, and create links to, 
each other's weblogs. While not many weblogs manage to 
create active communities that survive over time, it seems 
that one can still become a "blogaholic" through overly-
enthusiastic blogging. If you think you might be in danger 
of succumbing to this malady, you can take an "Are You a 
Blogaholic?" test online at 
<http://wannabe.catharsis.org/bin/quiz.cgi?quiz=one> 
where you will answer questions such as "Do you feel like 
there is something missing from your life if you don't blog 
for a day?".  
 
Some of the most interesting weblogs are created as 
cooperative or group projects. In this case, the weblog 
"owner" can give "posting rights" to other people, and their 
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"posts" may or may not (depending on the "rights" 
assigned by the owner) be reviewed before they are 
"published" to the Web page. Some weblogs are set up in 
such a way that only the owner or the owner and certain 
other people have posting rights, but anyone else can add 
comments to the posts. An example of a cooperative 
weblog is ComLib <http://www.iasl-slo.org/comlib.html>, 
created in the spring of this year by students in the 
"Computers and Libraries" course 
<http://www.hi.is/~anne/candl.html> at the University of 
Iceland <http://www.hi.is/>. ComLib carried news about 
web sites related to the use of information technology in 
libraries. All of the students in the class posted messages 
to the weblog, but it was not set up to allow comments 
from people outside the ComLib Team. Another 
cooperative weblog is the Illinois Library Association's ILA 
RTSF Technology Users Group Web Logger - The Forum 
<http://www.techusers.blogspot.com/> which aims to 
provide community Web space for the group.  
 
Creating a Weblog  
 
The majority of weblogs are now created using software or 
services designed specifically for this purpose. Some of the 
software is free - and some of the organizations that 
provide weblog software will also provide free server space 
to house a weblog so that it is publicly accessible on the 
Internet. There are also commercial versions of some of 
the free software; these commercial versions often provide 
more features. Some weblog software is available only as 
commercial software. Alternatively, bloggers can create 
and maintain their weblog using free software or a free 
weblog service, but use FTP (File Transfer Protocol) to load 
the resulting weblog to their own Web site.  
 
The software that defined the weblog phenomenon was 
Blogger ("push-button publishing for the people") 
<http://www.blogger.com/>, made available by Pyra Labs 
in 1999 
<http://www.webreview.com/2001/03_09/strategists/inde
x02.shtml>. "It is not often you can say a website has 
changed the face of the Web, and had an impact far 
beyond the confines of its own domain. But, for many, 
Blogger is such a site", said Neil McIntosh in The Guardian 
on 31 January 2002 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/online/story/0,3605,641742,
00.html>. "Blogger offers you instant communication 
power by letting you post your thoughts to the Web 
whenever the urge strikes", promises the Blogger home 
page <http://www.blogger.com/>. While Blogger enables 
the user to create and update a fairly sophisticated Web 
site, the process is not quite as simple as has been 
suggested by "Jonno" <http://www.jonno.com/> (as 
ww.freepint.com/issues/020502.htm 
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Rex Cooke, Editor <rex@freepint.com> 
quoted by Tim Archer) 
<http://www.tradequeerthings.com/online.html>. Jonno 
says, "Before Blogger came along, you had to know a fair 
amount of Web publishing technology in order to have an 
online presence ... but Blogger has made having a Web 
presence as easy as typing an email".  
 
Blogger has certainly simplified the process of Web site 
creation, but its documentation and procedures do assume 
at least a basic level of knowledge of FTP, Web site 
structures, and technical terms. For those who want to go 
beyond the basic weblog templates, a knowledge of HTML 
is necessary. However, hundreds of thousands of people 
have used Blogger successfully to create weblogs. It is 
available for free through the Blogger Web site, and a 
version of the software called Blogger Pro extends the 
capabilities of the basic system. The Blogger Web site 
provides advice, documentation, and a means of 
contacting other Blogger users, as well as links to 
interesting weblogs created with Blogger.  
 
While Blogger may be better known nowadays, Pitas is 
generally considered to be the original creator of easy-to-
use weblog software <http://www.pitas.com/>. The Pitas 
software was available early in 1999, several months 
before Blogger. More realistic than most, the Pitas home 
page promises that the process of weblog creation will be 
"quick and fun, well, mostly quick". Users can create their 
own pages on the Pitas site, and they can have their own 
domain name, for example anneclyde.pitas.com. A 
selection of page templates is provided, or users can build 
their own page outlines. Other people can be given posting 
privileges without being given access to the entire weblog. 
Although there is a "Member Pages" button on the Pitas 
home page, it leads only to a list of the 50 most recent 
Pitas weblog entries, not to a list of all the weblogs on the 
Pitas system.  
 
An example of commercial software for the creation and 
maintenance of weblogs is Radio from UserLand Software 
<http://www.userland.com/>. When it first appeared in 
2000, Radio was seen as a program for managing MP3 
music files and sharing playlists on the Web. Today, 
however, it competes with various free and paid tools like 
Pitas and Blogger as a foundation for weblogs. The 
UserLand home page says Radio is "An easy-to-use weblog 
tool that runs on your desktop, so it's fast, and ready to go 
when you are. Radio UserLand automatically builds your 
site, organizes and archives your posts, and publishes your 
content - without any knowledge of HTML, FTP, or graphic 
design".  
 
All the user has to do, says the home page, is "install 
Radio and begin publishing, in minutes, not days". While 
for Dan Shafer 
<http://radio.weblogs.com/0001285/stories/2002/01/11/
myFirstReviewOfRadio8.html>, "Radio 8 is the Web's 
Typewriter", for others it is not perceived to be quite so 
simple. It is not that Radio is difficult; it isn't. However, the 
user does need to be prepared to make some input and 
some effort. Version 8.0 of Radio (for Macintosh and 
Windows) is available for 39.95 US dollars. The price 
includes hosting (up to 10MB) and software updates for 
one year. A thirty-day free trial is available.  
 
The "Weblog Madness" Web site 
<http://www.larkfarm.com/wlm/roll_your_own.htm> has 
a list of weblog software and tools under the heading "Roll 
Your Own". Weblog creation programs and sites listed here 
include Blog <http://cyberian.tripod.com/Blog.htm>, 
GrokSoup <http://www.groksoup.com/>, and SlashCode 
<http://slashcode.com/>. "Weblog Madness" also lists a 
number of "add on" tools that have been written by users 
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That's all for now. I hope you've got a lot out of this 
edition, and don't forget that there's much more online. I 
would encourage you to post your thoughts about 
remuneration for information professionals in response to 
my Editorial at <http://www.freepint.com/go/b17417>. 

 
See you in two weeks! 

 
William Hann, Founder and Managing Editor 

<william@freepint.com> 
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to extend the facilities provided by Blogger and other 
services. These tools include additional templates, 
calendars, and a Bloglet to email update notices to 
regular readers of a weblog.  
 
While you are waiting for part two, you might like to 
check out two good weblogs: Library Stuff 
<http://www.librarystuff.net/> and Privacy Digest 
<http://PrivacyDigest.com/>.  
 
Part 2 of this article will be published in Free Pint 
No.112. 
 
 
Dr L. Anne Clyde <http://www.hi.is/~anne/> is 
Professor in the Faculty of Social Science at the 
University of Iceland <http://www.hi.is/> where she 
specialises in online searching and Internet applications. 
An Australian, she has worked in Canada, Namibia and 
other countries as well as in Iceland. Her books include - 
School Libraries and the Electronic Community - (1997), 
- Managing InfoTech in School Library Media Centers - 
(1999), and - An Introduction to the Internet - (2001). 
She is Webmaster of the award-winning School 
LibrariesOnline site <http://www.iasl-slo.org/> and she 
maintains a page about weblogs on her teaching Web 
site at <http://www.hi.is/~anne/weblogs.html>. 
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• "Internet Searching" articles and tipples in the Free 

Pint Portal <http://www.freepint.com/go/p185> 
 
• Post a message to the author, Laurel A. Clyde, or 

suggest further resources, at the Free Pint Bar 
<http://www.freepint.com/bar> 

 
• Read this article online, with activated hyperlinks 

<http://www.freepint.com/issues/020502.htm#featur
e> 

 
• Access the entire archive of Free Pint content 

<http://www.freepint.com/portal/content/> 
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